
Australian Flying-foxes  

(Pteropus spp.) 
 

Anja Divljan, Greta Frankham, Melissa Danks, Andrew 

King, Rebecca Johnson. 

 

 
 



Å >1100 species Ą ~1/4 of all mammal species 

Å Only mammals that can fly 

Å Found on every continent except Antarctica 

Å Old division: Mega- and Microchiroptera  

 

Bats (Order Chiroptera) 



Å ~200 species; óold world batsô 

Å All nocturnal (except Pteropus samoensis) 

Å Do not echolocate Ą use sight, smell 

Å Feed on plant products (pollen, nectar, fruit) 

 

 

Megachiroptera (megabats) 



Å Probably arrived via New Guinea 

Å 4 species on mainland 

Å Roost in large numbers in trees 

Å Important pollinators 

 

Australian Flying-foxes 

Pteropus poliocephalus 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

P. alecto 

Black FF 

P. conspicillatus 

Spectacled FF 

P. scapulatus 

Little Red FF 



Å Morphologically distinctive 

Å Body odour (e.g. Black vs. Grey-headed Ą ómuskyô vs. ófruityô) 

Å Legs, head, teeth ï important characters 

Å But, can hybridise 

 

 

Australian Flying-foxes 
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Å Arbitrarily chosen locations 

Å High fidelity to roost sites, but  

Å Large seasonal changes are common 

Å Movements are primarily food driven Ą 

unpredictable 

 

 

 

Roosting behaviour (P. poliocephalus) 



Å Fly-out at dusk, return at dawn 

Å Up to 50km/night foraging, but cost-effective 

within ~20km  

Å In urban areas can be as small as ~5km 

Å Strong loyalty to foraging site (~2 months) 

 

 

 

 

Local movements (P. poliocephalus) 



Å Autumn and winter 2007 

Å 10 camps identified (5 occupied all year round) 

Å Average distance ~33.65km 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sydney 2007 (Smith 2007) 
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