
BIRD AND WILDLIFE PRESENTATION

CAIRNS AIRPORT



DNA

•    Driver for DNA Testing
•    First Utilised by Cairns Port Authority 9 April 2005
•    Australian Museum – Dr Rebecca Johnson
•    Airline Assistance Essential
•    Used 27 Times since (26 positive Bird ID;
•    Human ID
•    Test Kits and Procedures
•    Bird Remains for International Flights – Special Procedures
•    Feather ID v’s DNA
•    Beneficial outcomes – Magpie, Apostle Bird, Rainbow Bee Eater,

 Button Quail

CURRENT INITIATIVES



•  Vegetation Management Study

•  Grass Height Trials

•  Habitat Modification – Drainage Improvements,
-   Capital Works – 2005/06 $1.5M

•   Night mowing of close in areas to runways – Raptor Issues

•   Decoy Areas – Ibis / Egrets

•   Rodent Baiting Program

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT



BIRD MONITORING & HARRASSMENT

• Ornithological Surveys – Day and Night
• Dedicated Bird & Wildlife Officer (Safety Officer)
• Decoy Vehicles
• Natural Predators (Nth Qld style)
• Follow-up on Reported Strikes on Departure
• Airman Database System

- Generation of Bird Strike Forms
- Reports and Statistics
- Enables Detailed Analysis of

 Contributory Factors



BIRD & WILDLIFE ADMINISTRATION

• Bird & Wildlife Strategy – Risk Management Approach

• Wildlife Management Plan

• Strategy Review – KPI’s, Audits, Inspections, Surveys

• Bird & Wildlife Management Committee

• Info Sharing with Airlines / AsA

• Joint Airline Wildlife Audits

• Town Planning Issue – State Planning Policy

• Bird & Wildlife Consultants



FUTURE INITIATIVES

• Detailed Investigation of all Significant Strikes –
Standard Work Procedures

• Off Airport Hazards – Sewerage Treatment Plant, Cane
Fields

• Studies – Flying Fox Study, Vegetation Management
Study

• Risk Management Review – EMS Based System

- Match CPA Risk Management Framework

- Document Control System via MS Sharepoint 
Software

- Facilitated Risk Identification – Stakeholder 
Workshop



Future Initiatives (cont)

• Capital Works  2006/07  $0.75M

• Bird Watch Condition Reports

• James Cook University – Research Project

- correlation of Bird Strikes / Populations to
Tides / Weather / Climate / Seasonal Variations

• Bird & Wildlife Training Programs


